
Shape Bias Language Cards
How do I use the front?
• The front of the cards shows 

the same words with different 
fonts and colors. This side of 
the cards is designed to help the child learn that 
words’ shapes are more important than their 
colors, specific fonts, or background colors.

• Around half of the time, please 
use the word cover device 
shown here to isolate each 
word. You can isolate each of 
the four words by moving the 
word cover and/or flipping it over.

• Say each word as you point to it from left to right. 
Next, show your child the same word in a different 
color and ask “What does this say?” If your child is 
correct, say something such as “Good, and what 
does this say?” while showing your child the same 
word in another color. If your child is not correct, 
say something such as “This says ____. What 
does this say?” while showing your child another 
version of the same word. 

• Please notice that the fonts, colors, and 
background colors are different for each of the 
four words on the front of the cards.
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After quickly reading the words on this 
side of the card, show your child the 
other side of the card.



Shape Bias Language Cards
How do I use the back?
• The sentences describe the 

images. Read the sentences to 
your child and point out the 
meanings of the words. For 
example, with the sentence “This dog has short 
legs,” point to the picture of the dog as you say 
“this dog,” then demonstrate the meaning of short 
when saying “has short” by moving your hands 
together. Next, as you say “legs,” point to the dog’s 
legs. Ask your baby a question about the picture.

• The descriptive sentences on the cards can be 
used as a model for how to talk about objects and 
actions that capture your baby’s attention.

• You may notice that many of the words in the 
sentences have been shown in written form in the 
Your Baby Can Learn videos. Your child could gain 
valuable literacy practice with these sentences 
while learning to read words in the series. Read 
the sentences while pointing to the words. Teach 
your child to point to the words while you read 
to your child. Gradually transition to having your 
child read some of the words while you point to 
the words.

Please read Dr. Titzer’s Guide to Early Learning 
or see the Milestone Card Instructions for more 
information on the shape bias. You can also check 
www.ShapeBias.com.

This  dog  has  short
legs .
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