
Lift-the-Flap Language Cards
Each of the five sets of cards included is designed to 
focus on important language areas for your child.
• Volume 1: First written words, precise language
• Volume 2: Individual words, informative sentences
• Volume 3: Short written phrases & sentences
• Volume 4: Higher-level categories
• Volume 5: Phoneme awareness, analytical phonics

How to Use the Lift-the-Flap Cards
Volumes 1 and 2: Point to the 
large word on the card from left 
to right as you say it. Encourage 
your child to say the word as you 
point to the word from left to right.
When the same word is shown four times, please 
follow suggestions from the Shape Bias Language 
Card instructions at www.shapebias.com/instructions.
Next, read the sentence and 
demonstrate the meanings of the 
words. Point appropriately to the 
pictures as you say the words. We 
intentionally use many of the same 
words and phrases, so these cards can be used to 
foster early literacy skills. Encourage your child to 
read some or all of the words in the sentences. Point 
to the words in the sentences as you say them, and 
gradually teach your child to point to the words in the 
sentences as you say them.
Next, turn the card over. Read the 
phrase while pointing to the words 
from left to right as you say them. Finally, do the 
activity with your child (such as counting the babies). 



Volume 3: The main purpose of these 
cards is to help your child transition 
from reading individual words to 
reading sentences by providing short phrases.
Either you or your child can read the 
phrase, then open the card. Take turns 
reading the phrases with your child. 
If you read the phrases, then ask your 
child to point to the words as you say 
them. Talk about the pictures and 
answer the question on the back.
Volume 4: These cards can be used to 
help your child learn new vocabulary words 
while categorizing animals, objects, shapes, 
body parts, and actions. 
Some of the time, you can cover the images 
if you want to focus on your child’s reading skills. Do 
sorting activities to help your child learn to categorize 
objects more effectively.
Volume 5: For children who can’t yet read 
at least 50 words, please read the rhyming 
words while pointing to them, then show or 
demonstrate their meanings. This will give 
your child opportunities to notice differences 
in how the words sound and work on phonemic 
awareness. 
Once your child can read at least 50 words, then you 
can use these cards in a variety of ways to practice 
analytical phonics:
• Say a word, then ask your child to point to that word.
• If your child can read some words aloud, then you 
may want to read the first few words and see if your 
child can say the last few words.
• If your child can sound out the words, then encour-
age your child to read the words and assist when 
needed.
Have fun and allow your child many opportunities to 
figure out phonetic patterns!


